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In the claims: 

For the Examiner's convenience, aU pending claims are presented below with 
changes shown in accordance with the mandatory amendment format. 

1 . (Cuirently Amended) A computer-implemented mettiod comprising: 
distributing a device driv^ that is compiled to execute functionality under command 

from a kernel, wherein the device driver includes code defining funotionoJity aoplication 
prnpTaTTiTTiiTi g inteifeces f APTs^ the device driver uses to execute the flmctionalitv fl a se oiol e d 
with the devic e driv e r and excludes a hoador, wherein the header information including 
includes uniqu e symbols associated 'mih the komel and version identification data of the 
kernel and kernel symbols associated with the ver^on identification data; and 

providing distribui -t ng the device driver to a computer via an installation package, the 
device driver to which, whcan run on a computer, dynamically create[[$]] the header 
information for the device driver by obtaining fhe version identification data and the 
associated urnq t ie kernel symbols firom the kernel when installed on tiie computjgr . 

2. (Currently Amended) The computer-implemented method ofGiam claim 1, wherein 
in which die kernel is part of an (^erating syste m, wh e rein tti e jeem^ and is identifiable by 
the version identification data. 

3. (Currently Amended) The computer-implemented method of €laim claim 2, in which 
wherein the operating system is selected from the group including a linux operaring system 
and a UNIX operating system. 
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4. (Currently Amended) The computer-implemented method of Cloiin claim 3 , wherein 
inwhioh the provided device driver executes a» ^ application program inteiri&c e (APIs [[)]] 
when thev are exported from the kemel. 

5. (Currently Amended) The compater-implemented method of claim 3, further 
comprising compiling the device driver into an object file prior to the distribution of the 
device driver . 

6. ((Currently Amended) The computer-implemented method of €l»m claim 5, fuidier 
comprising obtaining the version identification data from the operating system and 
generating a version object file that includes the version identification data. 

7. (Currently Amended) The computer-implemented method of Claim claim 6> wherein 
tfie providing fiirdier comprisesfringll linking the v^ion object file and the device driv^. 

8. (Currently Amended) The compute-implemented method ofGkam 7» further 
comprising obtaining a kernel specific address of a module Ust associated with the APIs and 
passing the address to the device driver. 

9. (Currently Amended) The computer-implemented method of Giaffi claim 2, in which 
wherein the device driver is atl^st.one of a printer driver, a serial port device driver, an 
ethemet device driver, and a disk drive device driver. 

10. (Canceled) 

11. (Currently Amended) A n article of manufacture comput e r program produ et including 

a m e dium machine-r eadable medniTn by a comput e r, the machii^^readable medium carrying 
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instructions which, when execated by a machine tho oompiit e r , cause the machine comput e r 
to: 

distributing a device driver that is compiled to execute functionality under command 
from a kemd, wherein the device driver includes code dejSning fimotiomility a pplication 
programrp iTip; interT aces (APIs) the device driver uses to execute the functionalitv as s ociat e d 
with th e devic e driv e r and excludes a hoador, whorein th e header information including 
includes uniqu e symbolc acoooiatod with tho komol ond version identification data of the 
kernel and kernel symbols associated with the versiQn identification data : and 

providing di s tributing the device driver to a computer via an installation package, the 
device driver to which, wh e n ran - on a oontput etv dynamically create[[s]] the header 
infonnation for the device driver by obtaining the version identification data and the 
associated uniquo kemcl symbols fiom the kernel when installed on the comoutCT . 

12. fCuirentlv Amended) The jffoduct article of manufacture of €toa« claim 1 L in which 
wherein the kernel is part of an operating syste m, wherein the komol being and is identifiable 
by the version identification data. 

13. (Currently Amended) The pfeduel article of manufacture ot&^» claim 12, in ^ which 
wherein the kernel is selected fiom tfie group including a Linux operating system and a 
UNIX operating system. 

14. (Cunently Amended) Tbie product article of manufacture of Claim claim 13, in which 

wherein th e functionalitv includ e d in the provided device driver executes at least one of the 

APIs lyplioation progmm intorfaoQ -(AH) when the APIs are exported fiom the kernel. 
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15. (Currently Amended) The product article of manufacture of Claim claim 14, further 
comprising obtaining the version identification data from the operating system and 
generating a version object file that includes the v^ion identification data. 

16. (Canceled) 

1 7. (Cunently Amended) The product article of manufacture of €lffl» claim 15, further 
comprising obtaining a kemel specific address of a module list associated with the APIs and 
passing the address to the device driver. 

18. (Currently Amended) The product article of manufacture of Claim claim 17, in which 
wherein the device driver retrieves a module list export head from the module list and 
imports the r e quir e d application program interfac e s (A PIs[I)ll while ignoring the version 
identification data. 

19. (Currently Amended) The product article of manufacture ofGisim claim 13, in ' Wfaioh 
wherein the device driver is dynamically loaded in a Linux kemel. 

20. (Currently Amended) The oroduet article of manufacture of €kka claim 11, in which 
dH wherein the installation module forms part of the device driver. 

21-25. (Canceled) 
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